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SECRET KHARTOUM 1283 

CORRECTEDCOPY (PARA 1. CORRECTED) 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 
TAGS: PINT, ET, SU, PFOR 

SUBJECT: SUDANESE INTELLIGENCE RE ETHIOPIAN DEVELOPMENTS 

1 . MORNING MARCH 22 I CALLED ON DR. BAHA AL DIN MUHAMMED IDRIS. 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR PRESIDENTIAL AFFAIRS, TO DISCUSS A NUMBER 
OF PENDING MATTERS. 

2. DR. BAHA SAID SUDANGOV HAD JUST RECEIVED TWO INTELLIGENCE 
REPORTS RE ETHIOPIA WHICH TROUBLED PRESIDENT GREATLY. THE FIRST 
WAS THAT SOVIETS WERE BUILDING TWO LARGE MILITARY AIRFIELDS IN 
ETHIOPIA. FIRST WAS LOCATED IN A PLACE WHERE IT WOULD PERMIT 
ETHIOPIANS FULL COVERAGE OF OGADEN. THE SECOND WAS IN THE 
"CAPITAL OF TIGRE PROVINCE" WHICH WOULD BE A DIRECT THREAT TO 
THE SUDAN. 

3. SECOND REPORT, SAID DR. BAHA, INDICATED THAT MENGISTU 
WAS QUITE SICK AND THAT HE HAD BEEN TAKEN TO AN UNKNOWN 
DESTINATION OUTSIDE OF ETHIOPIA. LT. LAGESSE WAS NOW IN 
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EFFECT IN CHARGE OF ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT. DR. BAHA SAID 
IT WAS HIS PERSONAL SPECULATION THAT THIS MEANT THE END OF 
MENGISTU AND THAT HE WOULD NEVER RETURN TO ETHIOPIA. 

SUDANESE HAD ALWAYS BELIEVED THAT LAGESSE IS SOVIET 
PUPPET AND THE RUSSIANS WERE NOW TAKING STEPS TO PUT HIM 
IN THE NUMBER ONE POSITION. I SAID I HAD SEEN REPORTS 
INDICATING THAT MENGISTU WAS INDEED SICK AND THAT HE HAD 
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GONE TO THE USSR FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT. THESE SAME 
REPORTS, HOWEVER, WENT ON TO STATE THAT MENGISTU HAD FIRM 
PLANS TO RETURN TO ETHIOPIA VIA A STOP IN EAST GERMANY. 

4. DR. BAHA ASKED THAT WE REMAIN IN TOUCH ABOUT ETHIOPIAN 
DEVELOPMENTS AND I SAID THAT I WOULD BE HAPPY TO DO SO. 

BERGUS 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SPHERE OF INFLUENCE, HEALTH, INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENTS, AIR FACILITIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978KHARTO01283 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X4 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 34-1 164, D7801 27-01 48 

Format: TEL 
From: KHARTOUM 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780338/aaaabgci.tel 

Line Count: 69 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 4e67c1bf-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3241878 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SUDANESE INTELLIGENCE RE ETHIOPIAN DEVELOPMENTS 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, ET, SU, UR, (MENGISTU HAILE MARIAM), (LEGESSE WOLDE-MARIAM) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/4e67c1 bf-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



